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Mic_Chek … 

1.2.3. 

There is something about publishing and writing that just makes me get 

jiggy as a journalist. I decided to put together a publication available to 
the public about my work throughout the year of 2012. From politics to 
culture, music, women’s issues, relationships, and creative venture – 
there was a lot to write about this year. I remember when I read the 
news that Whitney Houston had died, my body went into complete 
shock. I wrote a small piece about her death; it took a lot to complete 
the article. After watching her televised funeral via CNN, I knew that 
there would be more things that would surprise me throughout the year 

that was newsworthy and important to share with the world from my 
perspective. 

In like manner, I felt that it was important to focus on re-
electing President Barack Obama. We all had the opportunity to speak 
out for or against him. I will let you read my article on how I fared 
during this momentous year on the 44th President of the United States. It was pretty cool to finally understand his love for 
music… I believe that he understands that it is the only thing that unifies this nation. The music that was released this year is 

heavily covered in this issue; I’m a FAN and will always be a fan of Hip-Hop. However, this year and the past few have been a 
wreck and a ratchet. Yes, I went there when I had to in 2012. There is a *hot list of the best of the best that made my list this 
year. And, there are some that are not so cool and they made that list too (those so-called artists with no street credo). Of 
course, literati is within reach via this magazine. 

Books will always be a part of my life and there were some good ones that came out this year. I had the opportunity to start an 
online book club and learned a lot about the habits of others (women in particular). Fundamentally, we all need to do better at 
reading books. I will be sharing with you the *hot list compiled and feel free to read the books and email and tell me your 

thoughts about them. I participated in the World Book Night 2012 and was able to give away books to people in my 
community that are non-readers. Through these moments this year – I documented many as I could in my spare time. 

This issue is dedicated to the year that I was born: 1976. This issue is dedicated to every soul lost this year. This issue is 
dedicated to the Black Man. Yep, I got you, babes! I believe in order to become a great writer you must write in all different 
capacities. With that being said, I want you to sit back in your favorite chair, make sure you have your favorite beverage, and 
other stuff that gets you going while reading… and turn each page slowly. Once you're finished email me and tell me your 
thoughts on the publication. I know that 2013 will have more than enough news to report on. I pray that we both get to see the 

end! Make it a great year and remember... It's always best to smile! 

 

Holla.Black 

kreative Young millionaire… Typing blackgyrlnews   
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MUSIC: Nas Proclaims… 

Life Is Good 

 

Since the early 90s, Nasir Jones –aka- as Nas has been one of the most prolific rappers in Hip Hop music. As a poet Nas has the 

gift of storytelling and the voice of a jazz connoisseur trained to hit every bar and note on time. “Life Is Good,” is his 11th studio 

album and has garnished positive reviews and it’s been reported that it’s 

slated as the best rap album of the year. 

  

Without aiming to please others, Nas has come full circle with his art 

form and continues to surpass those that have chosen to bask in 

the Bling-Bling life. In order to write a stellar music review 

about Nasir Jones, you have to revisit his earlier discography—he is that 

good. Nas is true Hip Hop and lives with no regrets; his latest album 

reflects this testament. 

  

Born in Queens, New York, on September 14, 1973, Nas was 

destined for  greatness—the artist had to see it, live it, and go through a 

process of growth and eliminating negativity to find his own voice. In 

1994, his first album, “Illmatic,” debuted and was heralded as one of the 

best albums of the decade.  As a poet and writer, Nas took to the 

microphone like no other MC and immediately had a following that has 

propelled for years. 

  

Living in the ghetto, selling drugs, and watching friends die became a 

regular occurrence in the rapper’s life. Free-styling, writing poetry, 

battling, and rapping on mix-tapes were outings that saved Nas from 

becoming another statistic. On his second album, “It Was Written,” there 

were many references of his growth and maturity on his lifestyle and gift of lyrical storytelling, from that point on Nas could not 

be stopped as an MC in Hip Hop music. Jumping to the forefront of where Nas is today since that time, his career has solidified 

him as a legend. 

  

Nasir Jones eleventh studio album, “Life Is Good,” parallels the life of a music artist that has seen the world, penned about it, 

and experienced its ups and downs. Many will say that this album is dedicated to his ex-wife Kelis, and he does pay homage to 

their union; however the album is a rebirth of rap slick as it pertains to the lifestyle and the art form of Hip Hop as it occurred in 

the 80s and 90s era. 

 

 

At the age of thirty-nine years old, Nas raps about where he is today as a black man, father, and artist living in the United 

States. In order to chant that life is good, the artist had to say that the music was dead on his 8th album and went through some 

hard times to gain peace and tranquility. The rapper has two children by different women, was recently divorced, finally got the 

opportunity to pen a diss that could not be responded to and ceased a longtime rivalry with Jay Z via the track “Ether.” 

  

 It has also been reported that the rapper is paying back taxes due to mis-communication with the IRS and has to pay his ex-

wife a nice check monthly plus child support for their son. In like manner, Nas was able to squash his  beef with Fox News and 
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news commentator, Bill O’ Reilly. With all of that being said, Nas has a lot to talk about lyrically and he does in a stellar 

fashion on this album. Fans will be happy to know that Nas kept it nostalgic and contemporary on his 11th studio album and the 

beats chosen for each track are on fire. 

  

Nasir Jones kept it real and talked about his daughter, the state of the economy, culture, relationships and love. He often speaks 

about his own mistakes that he made as a man in a high-profile marriage and has stated publicly that he would marry again. All 

of the tracks on the album are beat bumpers for your stereo or while you are driving down the freeway. Mary J. Blige, Rick 

Ross, Ludacris, and Cocaine 80s are just a few of the guest cameos on the album and they stand up to the challenge. This is an 

album that should be purchased by all and played for the rest of 2012. 

  

“Where’s the Love ft. Cocaine 80s,” could be the best rap track to be produced this year by a rap artist. I think Nas channeled his 

work from the past to get the feeling and visual depiction of where music once was and how it has transitioned today in Hip 

Hop. Nasir Jones pushes all boundaries on this track with his lyrics, and handles each bar precisely with a peace that you can 

hear in his voice. The rapper still has the same ups and downs as everybody else as he says: 

  

At times I window watch at the Wynn hotel  

Lots of thinking happens in life, will I win or fail? 

  

“Bye Baby,” is another track that is riveting and storytelling at its best. Nas reminisces about his marriage to Kelis; it was up and 

down, and they are no longer together, he owns up to what he did wrong and still loves her for being the mother of his son. The 

single is classy and features Aaron Hall of the 90s R&B group Guy. 

Of course, as summer winds down, Nas makes sure to deliver a track that fans can bump in their jeeps entitled, “Summer On 

Smash.” The single is upbeat and describes the life that everyone should have embraced during the hot sticky days that lasted for 

2 ½ months–fun. In addition, he embraces and spits: 

  

Life is good, life is good. 

  

Notably, the one collaboration on the album that will be memorable for years to come features Amy Winehouse singing the 

hook on the track, “Cherry Wine.” 

  

Nas utters that he wants a woman who is real, genuine, and honest and understands what it takes to make a relationship work. 

Additionally, there have been many things that said about Nasir Jones, one thing is for sure he’s consistent with the pen, hasn’t 

traded riches for his talent, owns up to being a father, and is a successful music artist and actor. 

  

Many rappers in the music business could learn a lot just from his vocabulary alone. It would be smart of up and coming artists  

to study the masters before dropping an album today if they want to have a legacy and be taken seriously. 

  

… Hip Hop salute to Nas’ proclamation that life is good—It truly is! 
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Political Trends 

The Tried and True 

Method of Barack 

Obama’s Politics 

 
I graduated from college a month after Barack Obama became the 44th President of the United States. I will never forget the 
night of the election in 2008. After the announcement via media reports it felt as if a pen dropped on the floor in the room and 
no one wanted to move to pick it up. There were many people surrounded around each other in the Cougar Place student 
lounge that night. It was also the same year that Hurricane Ike gave Houston, Texas a visit. Many of the white students that 
were in the room were happy and there were some that sat in disbelief. That disbelief is what has always made me think that 

President Obama would never be given a fair chance –race has everything to do with it (and then again it doesn’t).  

  
President Barack Obama has written two outstanding books that curtail his life from many aspects in Dreams From My Father  

and The Audacity of Hope. I read both of them and immediately wanted to know more about this brilliant man. As a journalist, I 

now understand his rationale for declaring that he is an African American man. And, yes the way it's written speaks in volumes 
inside both books. When I figured this out for myself, it hit me that Barack Obama made a choice when he was a young man -- 
own his identity as a Black man. History has shown that people of mixed-race have always had to choose sides. Honestly, all 
African American’s have something else within them that make up their cultural genetic map. What Barack Obama made 
sense, to maneuver in the world with an identity that he could relate to and be a part of. This has affected me and my love for 
politics as a result of learning more about the 44th President of the United States of America. 
  
When I woke up the next day after the election and went to class it seemed like the world had changed in one day. The sun was 
shining, I had a smile on my face, and I noticed that white people did not look so happy. Nevertheless, I basked in all of what I 
could take out of each moment. I felt different. Then things went back to normal after the President’s inauguration. It was like –

white people had voted for him and were already swearing that they wanted him ousted. Then African Americans started 
talking about what they needed to fix, and every other ethnicity stepped up to the plate to make demands on him. With that 
said, watching President Obama in his first term brought me to the realization that he had to take on the role of a CEO. 
  
The 44th President of the United State had to clean house (due to the past President’s mandates that brought this country to its 
knees financially and emotionally) once he walked through the Oval office to make sure that the country stayed afloat despite 
the Republicans proclamation to make sure he only served one term. Not only did he bail out the auto industry, bring some sort 
of structure to Wall Street, and calmed down the mortgage crisis, he made sure that those who wanted to attend college had the 
opportunity to in his first two years.  Let’s not forget that the President signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act which ensures 
that women receive equal pay to men. Then he went further and ordered the troops out of Iraq and back home, and had the 
time to get Bin Laden. There are so many other things listed with regard to his accomplishments, but that is not the point of this 

article. 
  
Barack Obama is a politician and mentored for his current position as the President of the United States just as the earlier 
leaders. We must all take into account that he did work to get where he is today. My question to you as a citizen of these 
United States –what have you leaped to do in your own life?  What gives you the right to demand something from someone 
who is leading a nation not just one group of people? May I be frank and ask are you voting in this year’s election? And, if so 
why?  
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I decided to vote for my grandmother this year she died during the first week of finals my sophomore year in college. I ask 

myself all the time what would have she done in this election? I believe that Betty Jean Jackson would have marched right to 
the polls and voted. She taught me well. I voted EARLY with excitement, because I know that what I did was not in vain. I 
have a voice and I want it heard. I've studied both of the campaigns presented to the American people. Have you? 
 
Where do you want to be in ten years? Do you have health insurance? Do you want your children to have a better way of life 
and get a good education? Does it really matter what color of skin an individual is –if they want to help you? This is not about 
race and the color of skin but about the progress of a nation going forward (but it really is about race). If you think about it we 
are all immigrants in this country. And, if you can’t answer these questions posed then we really have a problem.  The 44th 
President of the United States of America put it this way about our future and is the ode to his method of politics in this 
country: “This is not a liberal America and a conservative America –there is the United States of America. There is not a black American and 

a white America and Latino America and Asian America –there’s the United States of America.”  

 
This is all to say, politicians voted into office from this point on need to be held accountable for their decisions and actions. 
And, we the people have the right to call them on their bullshit. I categorize this as the The Tried and True Method of Barack 
Obama’s Politics, because what he says is true. His quote depicts the makeup of our country – there are all different nationalities 

that represent this nation. One must always remember that it is important to vote in all elections –if you want CHANGE it 

starts at the local level regardless of your ethnicity.  It would not be wise to take your anger out on one person. It’s your local 
and state representatives that you need to talk to. They're the ones that chill out with the rich that swindle dollars under the 
door for their votes versus your vote. 
 
Be wise, be informed, and be engaged in the political process and read. It will do the mind some good. VOTING is your 
fundamental right; exercise it on all levels. 
  
  

 

 



{© blackgyrlnews Issue #1976: Black Swag_Vol.36 } pg. 10 

 

 

A R T 
 

 

 

Jason Woods is no stranger to the concept of documentation. Through photography, he takes snapshots of humanity and records its 

effects with a click of a button. Since the early 90s, Woods has been collecting, documenting, studying and making a name for his 

artistry. Doubling as one of the hottest DJ’s in Houston, Woods is even more fascinating when he spins tracks from the past and future. 

 Fast-forward to today, the multifaceted artist is a force to be reckoned. His latest photo exhibition, Surrounded by Giants, recently 

debuted at the Community Artist’s Collective and proves that Woods is well on his way to becoming the next… Born and raised in 

Houston, Texas, Woods developed his love for photography at Jakes Yates High School. Upon graduation, he knew that photography 

and spinning records would be the food that keeps him alive, so he earned a degree in photography from Sam Houston University. 

  

Having been in the photography business for 10 years, the laid-back Houstonian said candidly, “Photos always spoke the most to me.” 

  

To that end, Woods’ alter ego even has a name—Flash Gordon Parks—a name given to him by his good friend, Eric “Equality” Blaylock. 

In 2004, Woods and Blaylock stumbled on an opportunity to collaborate on a photo-poetry exhibition called, The Beautiful Side of 

Ugly. The exhibit depicted the realities of urban areas in Houston, Texas, and featured images by Woods, words by Blaylock, and 

included a commemorative book. 

  

Through his work, Woods passionately captures and documents dynamic images in the city of Houston and beyond. 

 “Houston is layered and can fool you,” said Woods. “There are so many dimensions that are unique and interesting. The people are 

genuine and have a southern feel. The city is a big enough metropolis that is fast and slow—just what you need. When I take pictures, I 

look for the sultry in things that we commonly see and overlook and try to capture an understanding on a new level.” 

  

His latest project, Surrounded by Giants, was commissioned this month to show at the Community Artist’s Collective. The show is a 

tribute to the diminutive details that shape the African American community and exposes bigger meanings within the culture. Through 

this exhibit, Woods felt moved to shoot cultural nuisances and extract the microcosms of life through the lens of his 

camera. Surrounded by Giants is an 18-piece photographic documentary featuring work from Houston and New Orleans. 

  

Also a record collector, Woods is the founder of Straight No Chaser and Easin’ IN— two monthly music series.  It is through record 

collecting that Woods studies music then translates his own ideas and concepts that emerges in the raw when he’s deejaying.  “The true 

art of a deejay is by knowing all genres of music. You have to be a student first,” said Woods. With all of the hats that Woods is wearing 

at thirty-two-years old, Jason Woods is a modern-day Renaissance man. 

 

He begs to differ, “I don’t like to box myself in to that scenario,” said Woods. “Life is not hard at all. I am original because I am me. I 

want to do what I want to do and not be confined by anything.” 
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Quick Quote: 

 

 

“The Scrap Daddy Motto is work with what you’ve got or what you can get.” 

 

 

Artist, Mark Bradford 
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REWIND MUSIC: Chris 
Brown Certified, What If 
He Is The Next???? 
 

Chris Brown is an interesting artist. Yes, we all know the story about his fiasco with ex-girlfriend, Rihanna. However, I want to go 

deeper. I want to actually see something good come of this young man’s career. I was in a relationship with a person who was abusive. I 

forgave him, every time, he said, “I’m sorry.”  The one thing that he did not do after apologizing was to put action behind his omission. 

He chose not get help for his condition: Anger Management. There are many African-American men and women who are angry with 

life. It can attribute to many causes. In reports about Chris Brown’s break-up 

with Rihanna, it was also acknowledged that she hit him too. Chris Brown 

made the wrong choice, in the heat of the moment, and regrettably so is 

paying a heavy price for it. I still  believe in change. I watched his latest 

performance on the VMA’s 2011 broadcast on “MTV,” and was caught-off 

guard. 

  

I think Michael Jackson would have been proud of my revelation. I saw a 

young man who flew up in the sky, came down again, and flew back up in the 

sky and came down again. This is a remix—in writing. Chris Brown danced to 

some 91’ Wu Tang [with a white-suit on, while team breezy styled hip-hop 

gear], and rocked 93’ Nirvana. As a music connoisseur, I was totally 

impressed with Brown’s performance; Michael Jackson came to my mind 

again. Michael was smooth at what he did, but this kid has something else: 

Creative Acrobatics. Chris Brown commands your attention—regardless if you 

like him or not. Yes, this is still the same young man, who hit Rihanna. I don’t 

take it lightly that this occurred, but I believe that everyone deserves a chance 

to redeem themselves, if they get help. Chris Brown pushed the envelope and 

sang/danced to one of the best songs I have heard in the 

21st century: “Beautiful People,” off of his latest album, during his 

performance. 

  

In interviews with several magazines, Chris Brown stated that his 4th album, 

“F.A.M.E,” would stand for Forgiving All My Enemies, but had an epiphany renaming it Fans Are My Everything. Yes, it was probably a 

publicity stunt. However, what I am starting to see is that every time that he does something that doesn’t make sense [to him], he speaks 

of it. Correct me if I am wrong, but isn’t that what you're supposed to do; revert to what is right, versus wrong? I’m just saying… The 

young man is doing a good job of not making excuses for his behavior, and he still does have a lot of growing to do. Yes, this is the same 

young man who had a temper tantrum at ABC Studios after being interviewed by Robin Roberts. I am not vindicating his actions, but 

have you ever had a temper tantrum–I have. I’m also guilty of continuously giving people chances too. 

  

When I listened to Chris Brown’s latest album, “F.A.M.E,” I visualized real music, and believe that he will be an icon. Yes, I did say that. 

There is no one in the entertainment industry that can hang with this young man’s creative ability in singing, rapping, and dancing. Not 
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since Michael Jackson, has a male artist [including Usher] captivated the stage in which Chris Brown has in such a short time. And no, I 

did not forget about his word war on Twitter with producer/artist, Frank Ocean–Boys will be Boys. Now let’s be truthful, we all thought 

that this young man would be back in the news for abusing another female. Yet, that has not happened. I think therapy may just be 

helping this young man. I can’t say on record if he goes to the office regularly, but something is different about Chris Brown. In all 

honesty, after listening to the album, Chris Brown has released the past and is heading towards the future. In order to heal, and not 

continually be ridiculed sometimes you have to delve into your creativity. When I look at Chris Brown today, this is what I see. I've 

seen a young man express all that he has been through—through his music. This is what we want in music; this is what makes a great 

artist. 

  

In order for creativity to emerge, and have a message and it transcended through culture is by experience. Michael Jackson was a 

cultural icon for this very reason. He was not perfect either. I never once in my life thought that he was on drugs, but he was. I still 

believe he was a great man despite his shortcomings. Why has our own community decided it was okay to down a young man for his 

failures, and dismiss the destructive behavior that his former girlfriend has shown in the media? We have a lot to think about when it 

comes to blasting people and not looking at our own lives. There has to come a time when we don’t celebrate the person, but the talent. 

Celebrities for generations are given the title: role model --with no room for failure. 

 

One thing that everyone has to understand about life; we will all experience failure. What makes a great person an icon, is rising to the 

occasion in the face of adversity. If you had not heard Chris Brown’s track, “I Can Transform Ya,” then perhaps you should. 

 

I got a feeling that he's going to be the next… 
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kreative Young millionaire 

“The WEBSITE” 

Debuting in January 2013! 
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Best Male R&B Album: Tyrese, Open Invitation  

Best Female R&B Album: Brandy, Two Eleven  

Best Hip Hop Album: Nas, Life is Good 

Best Jazz/Alternative: Gary Clark, Jr., Blak And Blu 

 

Best TV Show: Scandal (been watching since the first episode premiered) 

Best Reporter: Soledad O’Brien (bad ass reporter, talk show host, and broadcast journalist) 

Best Male Author: Junot Diaz (got to see him speak at Cullen Theatre  in Houston, Texas) 

Best Female Author: Zadie Smith (oh, she just confuses the hell out of me, and I like that about her) 

Best Movie: Lincoln (Steven Spielberg (period)) 

Best Moment: President Barack Obama Wins 2nd Term (i keep telling people to read his two books that he wrote) 

Best Awkward Moment: Kanye West Announces that Kim Kardashian is Pregnant (they are in a relationship, really) 

Whitney Houston, Don Cornelius, Larry King, Sherman Hemsley, David Peaston, Lionel Batiste, Jimmy Castor, Etta James, Chuck 

Brown, Donna Summer, Belita Karen Woods, Rodney King, Michael Clarke Duncan, Al Freeman Jr., R.B. Greaves, Chris Lighty, 

Natina Reed, Fontella Bass, Yvette Wilson, Herb Reed, Michael Dokes,  
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Happy New Year! This article is due on December 28, 2012, that means I’m a few days ahead of the world. 

For this reason, it’s okay to be living in a state of: Instant Happy. I stand by a new  ideology of not making 

resolutions and sharing them with people. 

However, I can tell you what I learned  about 

last year…   

The year started off left, I cried a lot. I believe 

the only thing that sustained my existence was 

faith during the lowest point in my life as an 

adult. I was finally okay with not having a 

car (it was stolen), but not with being 

challenged as a writer in academia (again). I 

wanted something so bad, talked to my circle 

of friends about it. It was not the best thing 

for me – I had to let go. I remember waking up 

on Valentine’s Day and getting  ready to ride 

the bus to downtown Houston, Texas. Once I 

arrived at Starbucks, the phone rings; it was 

the Houston Police Department.  They found 

my jeep that had been stolen since May 2011 

and wanted to know if I could pick it up. I 

was stunned, and thanked GOD for getting 

my vehicle back. I then proceeded to send my 

application via online to the University of 

North Texas’ Graduate Library Science & 

Information Technology Program.  

What I learned is that having faith, knowing that everything was still kosher, and by being proactive 

without transportation is the difference in my story. I had to let go of my pride. 

Generally speaking, I’ve always been a people person. That changed in many ways. I rather not blast people 

for things that they’ve done to me. I will say that I learned not to be around them or be involved in any of 

their ventures. In other words in 2012, I found out a lot about people who I thought were genuine and really 

were savages in disguise. Yep, it was that deep. This lesson was hard to swallow, but warranted and accepted 

in more ways than one. The aging process is beautiful and I’ve embraced it too. It has helped me understand 

the human condition more and more: People Are Just People. Toward the end of 2012, I had to become more 

aware of what I wanted for myself and no one else in the world.  
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I am a black writer. I read an article published in 1926, by Langston Hughes, “The Negro Artist and the 

Racial Mountain.”  The article is written in  poetic-prose -- dialect about black writers being cool with 

writing about black people and black culture. It also in a sense gave me the permission I’d been looking for…  

It was okay to be a black writer and to say it more often. I recommitted myself to once again speak the truth, 

write prolifically, and get my work out to the people. Hence, there were times when I wanted to throw in the 

towel and be still in a room with no windows.  

 “Accept what was and what is… and you’ll have more positive energy to pursue what will be,” this is the 

quote that stood out to me when I purchased the book, “Instant Happy,” by Karen Salmansohn. 

I know 2012… was just that for me.  
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I would like to thank all of my fans for following blackgyrlnews via the internet. 

I appreciate your support; this is for you! 

If you are just hearing about my fan page, follow me here: 

www.facebook.com/blackgyrlnews 

http://www.facebook.com/blackgyrlnews
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